
T h e  H o u s e  o f  M e r c y  •  C o m e  Aw a y !  C o m e  Aw a y !  •  M i d s u m m e r  T a l e s  •  L o v e  I n  T h e  A f t e r n o o n  

Midsummer Tales

Date • Tuesday - Thursday, 15th - 17th June

Time • 15.30 - 15.45

Producer • Kirsteen Cameron

Short stories which revel in the magical, energising summer
days of Northern Europe - including new work by Helen
Dunmore and Alison Miller.

Afternoon Readings
Come Away! Come Away!

Date • Tuesday - Thursday, 4th - 6th May

Time • 15.30 - 15.45

Producer • Eilidh McCreadie

Leading children’s authors Michael
Morpurgo, Geraldine McCaughrean
and Julie Bertagna explore the
terrors and joys of childhood in this
series of short stories marking the
150th anniversary of the birth of J M
Barrie.  (The series takes its title from
a chapter in Barrie’s iconic work 
Peter Pan and Wendy.) 

A Little More...

Love In The Afternoon

Date • Tuesday - Thursday, 13th - 15th July

Time • 15.30 - 15.45

Producer • Kirsteen Cameron

Another in our popular series
of specially commissioned
stories by leading romantic
authors.  This year, new work
by Santa Montefiore (far left)
and Adele Parks (left).

Woman's Hour Serial
The House of Mercy 
By Bruce Young, dramatised by Chris Dolan

Date • Mondays - Fridays, 14th - 25th June 

Time • 10.45 - 11.00

Omnibus repeat • 18th and 25th June, 21.00 - 22.00

Producer • Bruce Young

Victorian murder
mystery.  London, 1860.
A novel by a young
female writer becomes
the toast of literary
London and in the
heady social swirl that
follows she becomes
engaged to a rising MP.
But when the MP
decides to oppose his
Government and speak
out in favour of
electoral reform his
decision threatens to

split the Tory party and bring down the Government.  It's a
decision that will lead to blackmail and murder.

Missed something?
Remember you can LISTEN AGAIN to all of our
programmes for seven days after broadcast on

via the following websites:  

bbc.co.uk/radio4 

bbc.co.uk/radioscotland
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B u r y i n g  T h e  B o n e s  •  D a n c i n g  B a c k w a r d s

Book at Bedtime
Dancing Backwards
By Salley Vickers

Date • Mondays - Fridays, 29th March - 9th April 

Time • 22.45 - 23.00

Producer • Kirsty Williams

Dame Eileen Atkins (right) reads the new novel by Salley
Vickers, the acclaimed author of Miss Garnet’s Angel.

Recently widowed Violet
Hetherington has decided
to take a cruise ship
across the Atlantic to visit
her old friend Edwin with
whom she lost contact
many years before.  She
chooses to travel slowly in
order to reflect on the life
they once shared together
and the events that led
their friendship to
disintegrate.

Book of the Week
Burying The Bones
By Hilary Spurling, abridged by Alison Joseph

Date • Mondays - Fridays, 29th March - 2nd April

Time • 10.45 - 11.00 

Repeated • Tuesday - Saturday, 30th March - 3rd April

00.30 - 00.45

Producer • Kirsteen Cameron

Distinguished biographer Hilary Spurling’s new
subject is Pearl Buck, the highly influential American
author whose astonishing life proves even more
fantastic than her popular novels of the 1930s and
40s.  Born to Christian missionaries in 1890s China,
Buck’s writing helped change Western perceptions of
that country forever; in recognition of which she
won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1938.  
Read by Lindsay Duncan (left).

r
a

d
io

 4
  
r
e

a
d

in
g

s



BBC Scotland Radio Drama,  Zone 2.07,  40 Pacific Quay, Glasgow G51 1DA
www.bbc.co.uk/radio

Personal Best
By Lesley Hart

Date • Friday, 4th June

Time • 11.30 - 12.00

Producer • Kirsty Williams

A drama set in the weird and wonderful head of a runner
doing a charity half marathon. Ruth's past rushes through
her mind as she discovers her sporting nemesis is
competing against her in the race. 

No Help When Dead
By David Ashton

Date • Friday, 23rd July • 11.30 - 12.00

Producer • Kirsty Williams

A state of the nation play set at Paisley's premier poetry
slam.  As an ultra-Nationalist and an ultra-morbid poet
prepare to compete against a scantily clad biblical-rapper,
a man professing to be William McGonagall arrives to
take stock of Scotland's brave new lyrical world.

Trouble and Shame
By David Ireland

Date • Friday, 30th July 

Time • 11.30 - 12.00

Producer • Kirsty Williams

A Scot goes to Northern Ireland
claiming to hold the key to peace
and reconciliation, only to
discover how little he knows
about their sectarian troubles.

radiodrama

Q & A: 
Behind The Scenes with

Jeff Zycinski Head of Radio, Scotland

Five words that best sum up
radio drama to you?
Stories with no creative limits.

You’ve spent much of your
professional career working
for the BBC - what was your
first job in the organisation?
I was senior producer for BBC
Radio Scotland in Selkirk. It
was my first time living in The
Borders and it was great to
discover another part of
Scotland and learn about other
aspects of our culture.

What’s the most demanding aspect of your role as
Head of Radio, Scotland?
Balancing the expectations of different audiences.  Most
listeners applaud innovation but to create space in the
schedule you have to displace existing programmes.  Too
much change at one time upsets people…not enough
new ideas and you can become dull and predictable.
These are the things that keep me awake at night!

What are some of the highlights coming from BBC
Scotland’s radio producers over the summer months?
Well if you missed any of BBC Radio Scotland’s drama
over the past two years you’ll get a chance to hear those
plays in our online Culture Zone.

We’re also revamping our daily arts coverage with the
new Music Café, Culture Café and Comedy Café joining
our Book Café and Movie Café each day at 1.15pm. 

And, finally, who would play you in the radio
dramatisation of your life, and why?
Gerard Depardieu… but only if he could perfect the
Glaswegian accent.




