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Listen out for the exciting range of drama and readings
being broadcast on BBC Radio 4 and BBC Radio Scotland
over the Christmas Season and the New Year.

On BBC Radio 4 Bill Nighy and Laura Dos Santos star in a
sparkling new production of Willy Russell's classic comedy
Educating Rita; John Gordon Sinclair braves a North
American blizzard in Winter Storm, a new play by Bernard
Maclaverty about the hidden perils of academic life; and
Samantha Bond finds herself impersonating a sizzling
Venezuelan soap star in Fireworks at the Villa Lucia.

Handkerchiefs at the ready for The Lonely, a dramatisation
of Paul Gallico's story about a 1940s wartime fling, and My
Romantic History, D.C. Jackson's sharp new comedy about
the bumpy road to happiness.

There's mystery and murder aplenty over the holiday
period: Brian Cox returns for a sixth series of McLevy,
there are new cases for the more benign sleuths of
Alexander McCall Smith's No. | Ladies' Detective Agency,
and Shetland policeman Jimmy Perez makes his radio
debut in Ann Cleeves' Raven Black.

On BBC Radio Scotland family secrets are exposed at
Hogmanay in the comic drama Happy New Year! by Alastair
Rutherford.

Our readings on BBC Radio 4 include the true story of an
old-fashioned approach to romance in The Last
Matchmaker, a series of short stories to mark the start of
Istanbul's year as European Capital of Culture and the
50th anniversary of Elvis Presley's visit to Prestwick, the
King's only trip to the UK.

4

By Willy Russell

Date ° Saturday, 26th December 2009
Time ¢ 2.30 - 4.00pm
Producer * Kirsty Williams

Willy Russell's award-winning comedy stars Bill Nighy
and Laura dos Santos.

A funny and touching portrayal of the relationship
between an Open University student and her alcohol-
fuelled tutor.

Rita is a working-class girl - with little formal education, she
works as a hairdresser but longs for a better life. Frank is a
middle-aged lecturer - uninspired by academia, his days as a
poet are up and his days as a teacher are numbered. But
when Rita walks into his study, her infectious and stubborn
will to learn changes both of their lives.

This brand new version of a modern classic was specially
adapted by Willy Russell for radio and is the first time any
of his stage plays have transferred to the airwaves.

radio
dram



Dover Beats the Band ¢ Dover and the Sleeping Beauty « Q & A

Dover Beats the Band Q 8@ A.:

Paul Mendelson - writer

Five words that best sum up radio
drama to you?

How do you first approach a dramatisation
commission?

What did you most enjoy about dramatising the
Dover novels?

Dover and the Sleeping Beauty

You also write for television, is it difficult to write for
both?

The best piece of writing advice you've been given?

Who'd play you in the radio dramatisation of
your life?

radio 4 saturday



It was while | was a student
and it was a play called, Boy
Dugeon by Ray Jenkins. It was
his first radio play - about a boy in a borstal. | played the
boy and another writer heard it and asked me to be in
his first radio play. That writer was Joe Orton and the
play was called, A Ruffian On The Stairs.

The true home of the epic. (I know that's six words!)

It's such a freedom not having to learn the script it
allows an intensity of concentration on your feelings and
the delivery of lines.

In a Jacobean play: "....or like the wild Irish I'll ne'er think
thee dead 'till | can play at football with thy head."

To use a music stand as often as possible.

In the last year on radio I've played, Dr. Johnson; Stalin;
and W.G. Grace.

From the novel by Ann Cleeves,
Dramatised by lain Finlay MaclLeod

Date ° Saturday, 23rd January 2010
Time © 2.30 - 3.30pm
Producer ° Kirsteen Cameron

Atmospheric dramatisation of
Ann Cleeves’ award-winning
crime novel, set in Shetland during
mid-winter.

When a young woman is found
strangled in a snow-covered
field, the local community is
thrown into panic. Detective
Jimmy Perez must move
quickly to find her killer or
he’ll have a lynch mob on his
hands - locals hold loner
Magnus Tait to be responsible
but Perez has a hunch that the
case will not be so neatly
solved.

Missed something?

Remember you can LISTEN AGAIN to all of our
programmes for seven days after broadcast on

B|B|C]| iPlayer via the following websites:

bbc.co.uk/radio4
bbc.co.uk/radio3
bbc.co.uk/radioscotland
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The Three Knots * McLevy Series 6 ¢ Fireworks at the Villa Lucia « My Romantic History

The Three Knots Fireworks at the Villa Lucia

McLevy Series 6

My Romantic History

‘One of the best drama offerings on air... Wonderful.’
(Financial Times)

radio 4 afternoon
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By Bernard MacLaverty

Date ° Tuesday, 8th December 2009

Time * 2.15 - 3.00pm

From the novel by Paul Gallico,
Dramatised by Rebecca Hughes

Date ° Tuesday, |9th January 2010

Producer ¢ Kirsteen Cameron

Powerful new drama adapted by the
Booker-nominated author from his
short story of the same title. On a
Midwinter’s day in lowa in 1996,
Scottish poet Andrew Younger (played
by John Gordon Sinclair) steps from
his office on an American university
campus and is engulfed by a severe
blizzard. Lost and disorientated, Andrew
muses upon the events which have led to
him being stranded alone so far away from home.

By Alexander McCall Smith

Date ° Friday, 25th December 2009

Time © 2.15 - 3.00pm

Time * 2.15 - 3.00pm and 3.15 - 4.00pm

Producer ¢ Eilidh McCreadie

Precious Ramotswe is
now well established as
the owner of Botswana's
only detective agency,
which she runs with her
assistant Mma Makutsi.
Despite the wide range of
cases on their books, one thing the

lady detectives know very little about is football - which is
unfortunate as the agency’s newest client is the big-shot
owner of the ailing Kalahari Swoopers.There’s a traitor
on the team and as his season goes from bad to worse,
‘Mr. Football’ wants to know who the saboteur is...

Claire Benedict and Nadine Marshall return for the
fifth series of Alexander McCall Smith's popular series.

Producer * Kirsty Williams

Radio adaptation of the
romantic novella, set during
the Second World War. A
young American pilot and
an English WAAF decide to
holiday together in
Scotland. He's got a fiancée
back home in the States and makes it very clear he'll
return to her. Once the holiday ends, he realises he’s in
love with the young WAAF. But when he returns to
America to break off his engagement, things get
complicated.

By Donna Franceschild

Date ° Tuesday, 26th January 2010

Time ¢ 2.15 - 3.00pm

Producer * Kirsty Williams

It’s closing time when Billy
walks into the café where
Melanie works.This is the
moment she’s dreamt of -
being alone with Billy. Only
it isn’t. He's about to start
smashing windows.

Starring Robin Laing and Elspeth Brodie.

A dark and comic play about the lengths one man will go
to to go to jail.



City of Two Continents  Elvis at Prestwick ¢ The Last Matchmaker « The Whole of the Moon

City of Two Continents Book of the Week
The Last Matchmaker

Elvis at Prestwick

Woman's Hour Serial
The Whole of the Moon - Series &

afternoon readings

BIB]C]
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BEAE RADIO SCOTLAND

Young Playwrights' Competition

Playwrights’ BBC Scotland Radio Drama, in

Studio association with the Playwrights'
Scotland

Studio Scotland, is running a

competition to encourage young
people aged 16 - 26 to write for radio and the stage.To
enter the competition you need to write and submit a
synopsis and a scene for a play either for radio or stage on
any subject you want.The scene should be between 3 and
5 minutes long. Shortlisted writers will be given a one day
workshop with actors and the two winning writers will
receive professional mentoring and the chance to hear
their work recorded in BBC Scotland's radio drama

studio.

Entries must be submitted to the Playwrights' Studio
Scotland on an official entry form.To download an entry
pack with full rules and regulations log on to:
www.playwrightsstudio.co.uk or call the Playwrights
Studio on 0141 332 4403 for more details.

Deadline for entries is 10 January 2010.

EREE Scotland

Radio Drama

By Alistair Rutherford

Date ° Thursday, 3 st December 2009
Time * | 1.30am - Midday
Producer ° Bruce Young

Comic drama set in Leith.
As the Laing family
prepares to celebrate
Hogmanay, Meg's eldest
son returns after 20
years abroad because he
believes his mother is
seriously ill. Meg is
overjoyed at having her
family reunited but a
few home truths

will be exposed before
the bells ring in 2010.

Missed something?

Remember you can LISTEN AGAIN to all of our
programmes for seven days after broadcast on

B|B|C]| iPlayer via the following websites:

bbc.co.uk/radio4
bbc.co.uk/radio3
bbc.co.uk/radioscotland
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BBC Scotland Radio Drama, Zone 2.07, 40 Pacific Quay, Glasgow G51 DA
www.bbc.co.uk/radio






